
faith family music ministry

MARCH 2010

ni a g a z i n e

ea i Vocalist Mac. F owe
Talks About" Music, God

And Makina A Difference

USA $3.95 Canada $5.95

0 3

7 " " 9 3 5 7 3 " 7 5 1 1 9""5

Perfect Heart Is Back!
>"0 foolish Americans, who has bewitched you?"

»2010 Si! Fan Top i Finalists



LEAD VOCALIST MAC

TALKS

ABOUT MUSIC, BOD

AND MAKING A

DIFFERENCE

BY JOANNE BRDKAW



It was 1992 when Christian music group Third Day
recorded their first independent CD, Long Time
Forgotten. Christian rock band Petra was

celebrating 20 years as a band and Third Day vocalist Mac
Powell remembers thinking at the time, "Lord, please do
not let us be a band for 20 years."

Eighteen years later, the man who fronts one of
Christian music's most successful groups admits, "I don't
want it to end anytime soon. We're having as much fun, if
not more fun ... than we were from day one."

Almost two decades of fun, fans and adventure. But
from their humble beginnings to their massive success,
there is one thing that Third Day has never wavered from:
God has always been front and center.

FIRST DAYS 8FTIIII MY
It all began in 1991, when McEarchern High School

seniors Mac Powell and Mark Lee were performing in
a band called Nuclear Hoedown. The two

wanted to sing songs that reflected their faith
in God, so they formed a new group and
invited keyboardist Billy Wilkins to

1 join them.
They called the group Third Day,
reflecting on the resurrection of

Christ, and they performed
around Cobb County, GA.

Over the next few years,
Third Day recorded a
f e w i n d e p e n d e n t
projects, and toured
around the southeast.
They changed band
members, settling in
1995 into what would
be their line-up for
more than a decade:
Powell on vocals, Lee

on guitar, bassist Tai
Anderson, drummer

David Carr and guitarist
Brad Avery (who left the band

in 2008). That same year,
Third Day sold 20,000 copies of

their indie label p ro jec t ,
Contagious.

And then lightening struck.
One year later, in 1996, Third Day

was signed with Reunion Records
and their self-titled debut sold
300,000 copies. They were
nominated for a Dove Award as Best
New Artist of the Year and earned a
Billboard Video Award for their
song, "Consuming Fire."

The rest, as they say, is history.
To date, Third Day has sold 6.25 million albums and

racked up an impressive 27 No. 1 radio singles. They've
garnered 24 career GMA Dove Awards, four Grammy
Awards (with eleven career nominations), an American
Music Award (three AMA nominations) and multiple
ASCAP honors for songwriting. In 2008, they were
inducted into the Georgia Music Hall of Fame, taking their
place in music history alongside such greats as The Allman
Brothers Band, Lynyrd Skynyrd, Alan Jackson, Otis
Redding, and James Brown.

The group has performed on "The Tonight Show with
Jay Leno" and "The Late Late Show with Craig Ferguson"
and has been featured on "60 Minutes", "Nightline," and
in USA Today and the New York Times. And on June 7,
2008, they became the first-Christian band to ever grace
the cover of Billboard magazine.

TJJf CIRISTttN MISIC MUltlTY
All of that success obviously puts Third Day front and

center on the Christian music scene. And despite the
industry's focus on the gospel, there is a still a bit of a
celebrity mentality among some Christian music fans, who
can have unrealistic expectations about music artists. They
think that somehow the singer on the stage is more
spiritually connected to God, which can occasionally lead
to misplaced adoration.

"I love the platform we have, and I don't shy away from
that," Powell says. But he does admit that "some of it can
go too far."

"I hope they don't worship me," he adds. Because if
they do, he's certain they'll be disappointed.

"I've found that, not always but a lot of times, you meet
the person that you've put on this pedestal and you wish
that you hadn't met them. I hope that's not true foj people
who meet me," Powell says, adding candidly, "But I think
it would be." The reality is that he's just a normal guy who
changes diapers and takes out the garbage, and, he says,
"There's not really anything that attractive about that."

So-what keeps him grounded? "I'm married and I have
4 kids," he says with a laugh. That, and the reality that,
despite the accolades, "There are a lot more people in the
world who don't know who we are than do know who
we are."
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After almost two decades in the industry, Third Day
may not sound much different, musically speaking, but the
industry certainly has gone through some changes.

"When we first came DuL we were kind of the new
radically crazy band,"J>ctwell says, even though their style
of music has always been what he calls "straight ahead
American rockand roll."

But in the early 90s, the top artists on Christian radio



were vocalists and vocal groups, like legends Amy Grant,
Rich Mullins, Steven Curtis Chapman, Michael W. Smith,
4Him, First Call and Dallas Holm. The rock band format
was limited to a few, like Petra, so Third Day was a bit of
a novelty.

"Back in the day we were on the Christian rock radio."
He smiles. "Now we're on adult contemporary radio."

That's because as more and more rock bands have joined
Third Day on the charts, the music has gotten heavier and
heavier. "When rock radio kind of slides over into AC, then
you've got something even more alternative that's coming
into rock radio," Powell explains. "And so everything's a
little bit heavier musically now."

The changes aren't only in the musical style. A few
decades ago, Christian ministry was pretty much limited to
clergy and missionaries, but Powell thinks that the church
"is slowly realizing and understanding that we can be doing
God's work in journalism and acting and in music and

While time is obviously limited, Powell says he's always
got his eye out for new bands. "I'm always looking to help
other artists ... I believe God has called me to kind of give
a hand."

THIRD UYBIWIliM
But investing in up-and-coming musicians isn't the only

way Third Day is giving back.
Stealing a line from the movie "Spiderman," Powell says,

"With great power comes great responsibility," so the band
has used their platform to reach out in myriad ways to lend
a hand around the globe.

For the past five years, the band has donated $1 from
each ticket sale to the Come Together Fund, and then used
that money to fund humanitarian projects.

And when Pollstar names you one of the Top 100 touring
acts, those dollars can add up.

digging ditches for a living." As a result, "it's carrying over
to the little sub-categories of the Christian music industry."
That means that bands that are making better and better
music that's being heard by more and more people.

And Third Day is there to help.
The band has established Consuming Fire Productions, a

vehicle to develop and help spearhead the careers and
ministries of young artists, bands and writers. Consuming
Fire's debut project is Revive, a pop/rock band from
Australia on a mission to remind people of the message in
Psalm 85: "He will revive their hearts."

"There have been so many people who'ye helped us
through the years," says Powell, "artists like-Newboys,
Steven Curtis, Michael W. Smith, who've helped us and
guided us along the way. And a lot of people behind the
scenes too. So it's good to finally return some of that."

When a magnitude-? earthquake devastated Haiti in
January, Third Day donated $20,000 to World Vision to help
with the relief efforts. But they're not only there after a
natural disaster.

Organizations like Blood:Water Mission, Habitat for
Humanity, Samaritan's Purse, Invisible Children. Land of a
Thousand Coffees, and World Vision have all benefited
from the Come Together Fund.

The most recent project dear to their hearts has been the
Gateway School Project, in Rajahmundry, India. Third
Day's road pastor, Nigel James, has been involved in the
school, and the band wanted to support not just the project,
but their pastor as well. So using the fund, they bought land
and built a school, and are now going to pay for books and
teachers.

Powell explains, "I think it's great for him to know that a
band he pours so much of his life into is very much saying,
'If it's important to you, it's gonna be important to us.'"

Which sums up the Third Day in a nutshell. "With the
great platform that we have," Powell says, "there is a
responsibility to do more than justentertain people."

www. th irdday. com


