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33 Miles
is setting up for a show when lead
vocalist Jason Barton takes a break

.iff'i' *"r~~ for our phone interview. With the
/ f •/' ' *s",' 7 ,>$,. band logging more than 120,000

,/* M &&'%#.•'.• miles a year on the road (and
that doesn't include air travel),
he's an artist that's clearly used
to the multi-tasking demands
Christian music can make on a
man.

But when God calls, Jason
says, you have to answer.

It's been a leap of faith for
t h e t r i o , m a d e u p o f
keyboardist Collin Stoddard,
guitarist Chris Lockwood,
and lead vocalist Jason
Barton. To form the group, all

"% three members had to veer
from already established paths
and step forward into the
u n k n o w n . B a r t o n h a d
graduated from college and
was working as a studio
musician and touring vocalist in
Nashv i l l e . Lockwood was
readying to enter Boston's
prestigious Berklee College of
Music on a scholarship after

complet ing his degree at the
University of Mobile. Stoddard was

j u s t one semester shy of a
commercial music degree from

Belmont University.
Barton explains that he'd made the

move to Nashville in 1998, and was
getting frustrated because nothing was

happening. In 2001, he joined the
Christian pop band True Vibe but the band

split up in 2003. And Barton had a strong
desire to use his musical talents for the

church. "It felt like I had this strong calling on
my life," he says, "and I kept seeing door after

door be shut in my face." He learned that
sometimes you just have to be patient and wait for

God to move.
That patience pai<J off. In 2005, Barton met

Lockwood and Stoddard and 33 Miles was born.
Clearly, there are rewards for faithfulness. The band's

2007 self-titled debut album was one of Christian music's
highest-selling freshman albums, earning them a coveted
2008 Dove nomination for New Artist of the Year. Their
sophomore release, One Life, debuted at #160 on Billboard's
Top 200 Album chart, and at #5 on the Top Christian
Soundscan Album sales chart and the Christian Digital

chart. And 33 Miles has been nominated for Best New Artist
2009 Visionary Award by the Christian Music Hall of Fame

Barton and his wife Jennifer were even selected as the
lead in story in Redbook s June 2008 issue, "The State Of
Our Union." The article featured nine couples and their

v a r i o u s r e l a t i o n s h i p
commitments, from the
Barton's covenant marriage
to gay m a r r i a g e and
polyamorous relationships.
"Jennifer and 1 were putting
ourselves out there as this
godly marriage," Barton
says, "It's been really great-
in that respect to remember •
our commitment ^o each
other and be grounded in our I
faith together."

But the media attention
and industry accolades pale
in comparison to the real
reason the band exists: to

I share the gospel.
"Honestly we all three

believe ... that we are carrying the gospel of Jesus Christ,
the most important thing that anyone could ever hear," says
Barton. "It's not like we're selling pencils door to door. This
is life changing stuff."

Even in Christian music, it can be easy for the ministry to
get lost in the business. There's a lot of behind the scenes
work that fans never get to see, from coordinating tour
schedules to making sure the bills get paid. And without a
deliberate plan to be accountable, and those reminders from
fans, a band can easily lose focus. "It just ignites a fire under
us to know that God does have purpose in what we do,"
Barton says, "there is eternal value involved in what's going
on with 33 Miles."

The guys in 33 Miles know that keeping Christ at the
forefront is the only way to maintain balance. "If there's a
point in time when commercialization or industry
overshadows the message of 33 Miles, the message of the
gospel, then we take a step back and look at it," Barton
explains. They ask themselves, "What are we really doing
this for, what is the purpose behind what we're doing?
Because if it's just going to be to sell t-shirts and make CDs
and sell books and what not, and it doesn't have purpose and
it doesn't have a message, then I'm not going to leave my
wife and kids four days out of the week and go on the road."

And that's perhaps the biggest challenge of full-time
music ministry: every opportunity the band has to share the
gospel during a concert is one night they're also away from
their wives and kids.

Barton is married with two children. Lockwood and his
wife have a daughter. Stoddard and his wife don't have kids
(but they do have a dog, Barton quips.) "I feel like I'm doing
what God's calling me to do but at the same time I'm torn,"
Barton explains. "I want to be with them, and make sure I'm
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there for every
single thing."

Except that's
impossible. He's
already had to
miss his son's first
children's choir

> performance. "It
w a s k i n d o f
traurhatic for me,"
he admits. But his
wife is always
reminding him in
those moments
that God is using
t h e b a n d t o
change people's

|| lives.
med almost every night.

Barton ramembers one night in Atlanta when a
woman cifne up after a show to tell him that after
hearing tifeir song Apolog&e, she realized she had
to swallfw her pride and apologize to her
husband! fThat apology saved her marriage. "That
is my f*|orite part about what we do," he says,
"when KJsmeone comes up and says a song
completely God used this song to change my heart
or chanip my life."

As ftp fatherhood, Barton has a good role
model: liis own dad has always supported his
son's creative pursuits. "To this day he comes to
every J| Miles concert within a 6 hour radius and
will hife a t-shirt on with my face on it," he
laughs! f'l hope that my kids will be able to say the
same pf me, that 1 was their biggest fan, I was
their biggest cheerleader, I was there rooting them
on no matter what
they were doing."

And his family
is rooting back.
His oldest son
J a k e , he says,
prays every night
for his daddy. "He
h a s h i s l i t t l e
routine prayer,"
Barton says. "At
the end he says
'And Lord Jesus
please bless daddy
and keep him safe
as he travels and
bring him home
safely to us.'And I
know God hears that little prayer."

www.33milesfniline.com
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CHRIS LOCKWOOD

Jason Barton on
Fatherhood

...raising kids in today's economic
and political climate

It is frightening raising a child in today's environment but 1 always
have to go back to realizing that, even though the world is crazy, God
is still God. And we look to him to sustain us, not to government and

not to anyone else.

...best advice your dad has given you
"Find whatever's going to make you happy and do it. And if it's

music, you need to go for it and I'll support you."

...lessons have you learned from your kids
I remember having this moment with Jacob when he was a baby. He

was probably almost a year old, and in our home we have this mirror
on the wall in the hallway on the way to his room. And I'd make faces
at him and let him look at himself, because you know how kids are at
that age, just mesmerized at that age. It was the craziest thing, it was

almost like it was ... God's voice audibly speaking to me. I heard it so
clearly. He said, 'Jason, this is exactly how I love you.' I wus looking

in the mirror at Jacob and I was just thinking ... [that] I couldn't
believe I loved this kid this much. And I felt like God just told me that

out of the blue, I love you just like this. And it blew me away. That's
the one thing I've learned from being a dad is how God loves us. How

I feel about my kids, that's how God feels about me, and beyond.
That's something I never would have been able to understand had I

never had kids.

...legacy you want to leave for your kids
I would want them to say that I loved them unconditionally, just like
they are, and they not only heard that from me, audibly, but they say

that as well, that 1 demonstrated that on a daily basis.

...advice for students who are graduating
from high school or college

I would encourage people who are making that transition from college
to real life to go into it with eyes wide open, and realize that it's not

going to be easy. I think that people prep you for college and tell you
that it's going to be so hard. That's all I heard in high school, college
is going be so tough and you're going to really need to buckle down,

and not only your schoolwork. Your faith needs to be solid going into
college. But no one tells us that going into the real world. It's almost

like we get painted this picture that we're going to graduate from
college and we're going to get our dream job and have a wife and

three kids and a minivan in a matter of years, and life is going to be
just glorious. It is a really tough transition when you're thrown into the
world ... and all this pressure of being on your own and paying bills, it

can really get to you. And I would say go into that the same way you
would have faced anything else, college or anything, with the same

tenacity of being grounded in your faith, certain of who you are,
certain of who Christ is. Realize that this world that you're walking

into is a crazy place. You have to just hold onto
Jesus to make it through it.
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