
Spell everything
wrong in your query
letter, including
the title of the
publication and
your own name.
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Fifteen Ways To Get Rejected

By Joanne Brokaw

If you're a writer, then at some point in your career a horribly ignorant editor
has rejected your literary baby, possibly with a form letter sent out by an assistant
troll who, on his off-hours enjoys rubbing salt in his mother's wounds.

missing child alerts, and petitions to keep "Touched
By An Angel" on the air.

6. Call an editor to see if he's read your proposal yet.
When he doesn't return your calls, show up at his
office and tell the receptionist you're a college buddy
in town for the week and just want to say hello.

7. Submit your proposal with an explanation that you
need the finished book in two months because you
have a big speaking gig lined up.

8. Refuse to make any changes to an article because
"God gave it to me that way."

9. Submit a 1,000 word article when you've been as-
signed 500 words, with a note telling the editor to
"Go ahead and make whatever changes you think
are necessary."

10. Quote extensively from Wikipedia.
11. List your MySpace page as a writing credit.
12. When an editor asks to see writing samples, send

copies of your annual Christmas letter.
13. At a writers' conference, track down your favorite

editor and follow her into the rcstroom. While she's
locked in the stall, pitch her every book idea you've
had since the third grade.

14. When you get a rejection letter, call the editor tu
explain why he's making the biggest mistake of his
career and why he'll be sorry he passed on your pro-
posal when you become the next John Gnsham.

15. Pitch yourself as the next John Grisham.
So if you're looking for ways to ensure rejection,

follow these guidelines and you're guaranteed success! f*.

Oh, the horror of it all.
Of course, since you keep going back for more, it

would appear that, at least in part, you enjoy the query-
rejection dance. With every "No, thanks" or "Not right
for our publication" comes a new-found determination
to pitch ideas, submit proposals, and hound editors until
someone recognizes your enormous talent and offers you
a five book contract with a six-figure advance.

Have no fear. This month we'll take a look at ways
to help you do what you do even better. I call it "Sure
Fire Ways to Get Rejected."
1. Query an idea for an article called "Up Close and Per-

sonal with Oprah," despite the fact you have absolutely
no connection to Oprah, her show, her producers,
her publicist, her best friend Gayle, her beau Stead-
man, their maid, their gardener, their dog groomer or
anyone else within six degrees of separation from the
Oprah empire.

2. Send your query to the editor listed in the library's
copy of the 1996 Writers Market because it's too ex-
pensive to make a long distance phone call to verify
the name of the current editor.

3. Spell everything wrong in your query letter, includ-
ing the title of the publication and your own name.

4. Pitch an article on "Quick and Easy Recipes for Moms
on the Go" to Bon Appetit.
5. Assume that because an editor re-
sponds to your e-mail they want to be
your friend. Add them to your address
book and forward them animated poems,
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©Joanne Brokaw lives in western N.Y.. with her family, where she spends her time dreaming of things she'd like to do but probably
never will—like writing a book, swimming with dolphins, and someday overcoming the trauma of elementary school picture day.
You can visit her at www.joannebrokaw.com.
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